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• Welcome

• Introductions

• Overview of the specification

• Exam paper format

• What’s it like to switch?  

• Q & A

• Overview of support & resources

Agenda
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Overview of GCSE 2.0
Paper 1: Non-fiction Texts

1 hr 55 50%

Paper 2: Contemporary Texts

1 hr 55 50%

Section A: Reading

Two 19th c. non-fiction extracts linked 

by theme:

• one short extract with image to help 

understanding

• one longer extract

• 650 words in total

AO1, AO2, AO4

40 marks

Section A: Reading

Two contemporary texts covering 20th and 

21st c. linked by a theme: 

• one fiction text

• one literary non-fiction text

• 800-900 words in total

AO1, AO2, AO3

40 marks

Section B: Transactional Writing

Choice of two tasks: 

• one task with opening provided

• one task with supporting bullet 

points

AO5, AO6

40 marks

Section B: Imaginative Writing

Choice of two tasks: 

• one task with opening provided

• one task with images

AO5, AO6

40 marks



6© Pearson Education 2024

Spoken Language Endorsement

• Same requirements as exist currently in GCSE English Language. 

• Presenting, listening to questions and responding, and the use of 

standard English. 

• Teacher set and assessed. 

• Reported as a separate grade on the certificate.

• Grade can be transferred for re-sit students.



Exam Paper Format
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Paper 1 – Extracts
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Paper 1 – Text 1
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Paper 1 – Text 2
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Paper 1 writing
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A planning space, to 

encourage students to plan 

their writing response

Response opening, to get 

learners started
Supportive scaffolding

Extra Support – Writing
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Paper 2 Extracts 
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Paper 2 – Text 1
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Paper 2 – Text 2
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Paper 2 – both texts



17© Pearson Education 2024

Paper 2 writing



Now let’s hear from one of 
our colleges



Any questions?



Support
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Switch Up to Pearson

Switching is simple, and fully supported

An English specialist will be available to answer your subject queries 

throughout the next year. You will also get:

• An onboarding session for your team

• A ‘How to mark’ session

• Free Mocks Marking Service for 15% of your cohort and 20% discount 

on the Moderation Service

• Results+ training

A named Pearson contact will also be available to make sure you have 

access to all the support and to orchestrate your switching journey.
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Resources and support for centres



23© Pearson Education 2024

Link to booking site  

• Network events held every term

• New to Pearson Edexcel introductory sessions

• How to mark training sessions

• How to achieve grades 4–5 training sessions

• How to achieve grades 8–9 training sessions

Regular events

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=English&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BdetailLevel%5D%5B0%5D=Key%20Stage%204
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Where can I find the resources?

Teaching and Learning 

Resources   

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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Top Ten Resources
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Schemes of work
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Topic-based lesson resources
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Knowledge organisers
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Anthologies
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ResultsPlus

ResultsPlus is an online results analysis tool for teachers that gives a detailed 

breakdown of students’ performance in Pearson Edexcel exams.

Included as part of your qualification fees, ResultsPlus group analysis:

• collates all data on mocks and high-stakes exams enabling senior leaders to view 

performance instantly across your entire group of schools

• enables senior leaders to make meaningful comparisons between different schools 

and across the whole group, as well as against Pearson Edexcel national averages

• shows how each school is tracking and progressing year on year.

• can be used alongside Access to Scripts for access to a ready-made bank of trust-

wide exemplar material for aspiration and for standardisation across the subject 

departments.

• provides question-level analysis that allows you to instantly see strengths and areas 

of difficulty at school and group level enabling you to share good practice within your 

group and inform CPD

• seamlessly combines its power with the Mock service.
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Revision and exam preparation  

Pearson REVISE Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 

English Language 2.0 Revision 

Guide and Workbook

Click on the book cover for the Pearson 

website where you can download 

samples and purchase the text. 

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/revise-edexcel-gcse-english-language-20
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New textbook coming soon! 

• Support your students to achieve a grade 4 in the GCSE English 

Language 2.0 specification with an in-class print book which will 

develop their reading and writing skills.

• Our resources are the most accessible and enable all learners to 

connect with the 2.0 qualification.

• Interactive activities in our digital offering will give students immediate 

feedback and provide useful insights for teachers to track and monitor 

learner progression.
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The Full English Podcast

Click here for podcast 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/literacy-and-english/support-for-all/support-from-pearson/the-full-english-podcast.html
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Subject Advisor contact details

Clare Haviland

Pronouns: She, her, hers

• 0333 016 4120 

• qualifications.pearson.com/contactus

• Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com 

• Sign up to regular subject advisor updates

• Book an appointment with Clare

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/glossary-terms#pronoun
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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